
Ashwellthorpe cum Wreningham, Norfolk, court book, 1660-1712  

 (NRO, MC 2401) 
 

 

General court of John Knyvett esq, with leet, Wednesday 10 October, 12 

Chas II, 1660 
 

[Charles II was restored to the throne in May 1660. Knyvett, who was made a Knight of the Bath later in 

the year, had become lord of the manor on the death of his father Sir Thomas Knyvett in 1658. Sir 

Thomas is buried in Ashwellthorpe Church. The Knyvetts were one of the few royalist families in Norfolk 

and John spent much of the Commonwealth period abroad.] 

 

 

Essoins (excuses for absence): John Dey for John Knyvett gent., John Edwards for the 

leet for Robert Edwards, George Ward, John Crumell and Thomas Hudson for James 

Hudson 
 

[f.1v] Wreningham jurors: Henry Narfford, Robert Harrison, Thomas Mendham, 

Robert Starffe, John Havers, Jonas Thurston 

Said on oath that Henry Gooch, Thomas Downes, Robert Brackett, Robert Lebold, 

Michael Loveday and Robert Harrison are inhabitants of Wreningham 

 

Hugh Moore sworn as constable of this vill [i.e. small place/village] of in place of Robert 

Harrison 

 

Homage by Oliver Turner, Henry Narfford, Robert Osborne, Jonas Thurston, Peter 

Turner, John Havers, Richard Buxton, Thomas Mendham 

 

21d  Payments by Thomas Weld esq., 6d, John Wildman clerk [i.e. clergyman], 6d, 

William Branthwayte gent., 6d, and William Colman 3d 

 

20s John Thurston is fined 20s: pastures in Wreningham called Lodgemarsh, 

Spongmarsh and Marshe; new fine 26s 8d [here, a fine is simply a fee] 

6d Robert Edwards same place names 

6d John Edwards 

 

[2r] 

William Niccolls fined for not maintaining his gates [jannas] in via ecclesiastica [Church 

Road] in Drovefield in Wreningham  

Death of Mary Rust since last court, her property passes to William Elvyn her grandchild 

who is under age. 

 

[2r-v] 

2 Jan last [1660] 

Surrender: Richard Havers of Wreningham 

Admission: Samuel Watts, merchant of Norwich, and his heirs 

Property: at Pangreene containing six acres lying between common road on the east 

and lands lately held by Robert Brackett on the west, Richard Havers held with wife 

Johanne.  

 

Tuesday 20 Sept [1660] 

Edward Cooke gent. senior gives evidence of surrender by Henry Watts esq., of parish 

of St Andrew, Norwich, in presence of Francis Watts and John Jenny  
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Property: not described 

 

General Court of Sir John Knyvett, knight of the bath, held 26 October, 13 

Chas II, 1661 
 

Wreningham jurors: Henry Gooch, Henry Narfford, Robert Starffe, Richard Havers, 

Thomas Mendham, Jonas Thurston 

 

Robert Starffe appointed constable in place of Hugh Moore 

 

Surrender:  Charles George Cock 

Admission: Hester Maltinward 

Property: in Thorpe Street, Ashwellthorpe 

 

[4r] 

Surrender: Maria Dobson, daughter & coheir of late Stephen Dobson 

Admission: John Aldred 

Property: in Ashwellthorpe 

 

William Niccolls fined for not maintaining his jannas [gates] in church road in Drovefeild 

in Wreningham 

 

Surrender: John Havers 

Admission: Peter Turner 

Property: acre and half between the rectory on north and other land of Havers called 

Sandpitte on west and king’s highway on east] 

Whole entry crossed out 
 

[5r] 

Admission:  William Elvyn, son & heir of William Elvyn and wife Mary, daughter of 

Robert Rust and wife Mary, all deceased; William Elvyn is aged 18. 

Property: 1 acre and 1 rood called Hubbards, late of Matilda Rust, then of her son 

Robert, and Somercroft, late of Mathew Rust 

 

Surrender: Richard Buxton 

Property: no description 

 

Court held 9 Oct, 14 Chas II, 1662 
 

Surrender: John Aldred 

Admission: Anthony Barrett of Wymondham and wife Elizabeth 

Property: Ashwellthorpe 

 

[6r] 

Wreningham jurors: Henry Narfford, Richard Havers, Robert Starffe, Robert Lebold, 

Jonas Thurston, Henry Gooch 

 

Admission:  William Andrews 

Property: in Ashwellthorpe 

 

[6v] 
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Richard Havers made constable of Wreningham for coming year 

John Thurston, Robert Edwards, Henry Blofield, Stephen Long, paid fines 

 

Death of Samuel Watts 

Admission: his brother Henry Watts 

Property: unspecified 

 

[6v-7r] 

Surrender: John Havers  

Admission: Richard Sheene of Mulbarton 

Property: messuage [a dwelling house] and 12 acres called Sheepcoates Wong [a wong 

was a piece of meadow land], messuage lately built, between the Norwich Road on the 

east, lands of Robert Brackett, lately of Richard Brackett, clerk [he was vicar of St 

Augustine’s Norwich, 1635], on the west, abutting lands hedged and ditched on north 

and the road leading to Wreningham church almost to Pangate on south, which John 

Havers lately inherited from Christopher Havers his brother on 1 Apr, 16 Chas I [1640], 

And close of one and a half acres lying at Trumpesty in Wreningham between the 

rectory lands on the north and land lately of John Havers now of Richard Sheene on 

south, and similar on west and above the king’s highway on east.  

History: John Havers lately took possession on surrender of Robert Brackett who 

acquired it from the surrender of William Jeney & wife Elizabeth & Richard Brackett 11 

Oct, 11 Chas I [1635] 

 

[7r-v] 

Admission: Alice Mendham  

Property: mentions a mansion house [probably a substantial brick-built farmhouse]; 

nephew to pay Alice 7s 6s quarterly during life of Robert Wade of Hethersett, 

husbandman, 1a 3r called Millcroft, other pieces of about an acre, and 3r in Overfurlong, 

land of Robert Buxton on east, abutting common pastures of Wreningham on south, 

held by Thomas and Alice Mendham on surrender of Robert Wade and wife Anne, 9 

April 1651 

Will: Thomas Mendham’s will, dated 23 Aug 1658, leaves property to his nephew 

Thomas Mendum after death of wife.  

 

[8r] 

Admission:  Robert Buxton 

Property: 1) messuages & appurtenances, first called Floreys of 3a lying between lands 

late of Michael Whitefoote on east, and tenement and land late of Oliver Burges on west 

abutting Overgate way on the south, and the land late of Michael Whitefoot on the 

north; 2) messuage called Digons containing 3a beside H[al]vergate way between 

Farthing Lane on west and lands late of Michael Whitefoote on east, and Overgate way 

on north, and Michael Whitefoote’s land on south, and 1a in two pieces of land lying in 

Wreningham of which the first piece containing half an acre lies between the rectory 

land on the south, and Sandpitte on west, and the road on the east, the other piece 

contains 1r lying in Spongfeild between lands late of Michael Whitefoote on north, and 

late of William Dabbs on the south, and abuts above Saltwode on the east [underlined in 

original] And also 10a of meadow and pasture lying in two closes in Wreningham of 

which the first piece is called Blowfelds with an empty tenement containing 8a between 

lands of divers men on south, and of [same] on north abutting Sandpitte on east and 

above Overgateway on west, the other enclosure containing 2a of meadow and pasture 

lying between land late Thomas Knyvett’s on north, and land of manor of Ashwellthorpe 
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on west, abutting land called Chambers on west which said Buxton held by feoffment of 

Robert Gallard clerk [schoolmaster at Wymondham] by charter of 13 Aug, 12 Jas I [1613] 

and moreover same Buxton … held 1 acre of land in Lodgefield and abutting 

Millcroftway on west, land of the lord [i.e. of Sir John Knyvett] on east and half an acre 

abutting Stockcroft meadow on north, late of John Calfe; And same Buxton has one and 

a half acres lying in Lodgefield in Wreningham, abutting Millcroftway on west and 

Lodgeclose on east; And another piece of land containing half an acre lying in 

Lodgefield abutting Millcroftway on west and land of divers men on east which Buxton 

lately bought from Thomas Whittlow 

 

Admission: Robert Buxton 

Property: messuage & tenement called Chambers     3a pasture … between land of Sir 

John Knyvett Knight of the Bath on west, land of Robert Buxton on east, Overgate way 

on south, and land of Knyvett on north 

History: obtained from Oliver Burges and Robert Burges by deed 8 Oct 1651 

 

[8v] 

Court held 14 January 1662[/3] 
 

Surrender: John Grey 

Admission: Stephen Grey, his son 

Property: Ashwellthorpe 

History: quotes John’s will 

 

Court held 8 October 1663 
 

Wreningham jurors are Henry Gooch, Robert Selby, John Thurston, Richard Havers, 

William Elvyn, Henry Narfford 

 

[10r] Henry Gooch and Henry Narfford elected constables 

 

Surrender: Robert Buxton on 20 Aug last to son Richard 

Admission: Robert Buxton, Richard’s son 

Property: close called Little Levolds containing 3a in one piece, And one and a half 

roods in Levolds And half acre in same to east And 3r late of Richard Johnson in 6 Jas I 

[1608/9], And 1 piece of land or pasture called Royes Wong containing about 7a 

enclosed between land of Robert Gallard now of said Richard Buxton to west and of 

Michael Whitefoote now of aforesaid Richard on east abutting meadow of said Michael 

now Richard’s in part and land lately held by Thomas Towneshend esq. on north and 

land late of William Buckenham on south; And another piece of pasture of about 1a 1r 

between land of Michael Whitefoote now Richard Buxton’s on south abutting messuage 

late of said Buckenhan lately of Robert Gallard on west; And a piece of pasture 

containing half acre between land late of Robert Gallard now of said Richard Gallard to 

north abutting above Royes Wong on east and lately enclosed by Oliver Burges called 

Chambers on west which said Robert Buxton acquired on surrender of Robert Gallard as 

copyhold at leet held 13 Oct, Jas 12 [1614] [10v]; And 1a at Milnecroft between lands 

late of Thomas Reeder now of Robert Selby on east and late of Christopher Hawes on 

west and rectory land on north and common pasture on south; And 1r lying in same 

enclosure and abutting ?the same at each headland which said Robert Buxton acquired 

by surrender of William Siltopp, 23 Apr, Jas I 16 [1618]; And 1a in field called Lodgefeild 

in furlong called Shirwater between land late of Anthony Harrison on south and land 
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late of Michael Whitefoote now John Wildman on west and above Wreningham 

common called Lodgemarsh in east (parcel of 3a of land in same furlong ?lying next) 

which said Robert Buxton lately acquired on surrender of William Siltopp, 8 Apr, Jas I 17 

[1619] And one pasture called Millcrofte of about 4a between little lane called Staving 

Lane on east and enclosure late of William Whitlow now Thomas Mendham on west 

and common pasture called Mirke on south above rectory land on north; And half an 

acre lying in one piece in field of Wreningham between land late of George Findon 

south and north and land of Michael Whitefoote now John Wildman on west and 

Staving lane east, And also 6a of land enclosed (among other land) in four separate 

pieces in Wreningham Wude [i.e. Wood] the first containing 1 and half acres lying 

between rectory lands on east and west and abutting lord of manor’s land and land of 

said Richard on north, second piece containing 1a lying in same furlong between rectory 

land on east and west, abuttals as last piece, third containing 2a in same furlong late 

Nicholas Dey’s now of lord of the manor east, rectory lands on west, abuttals as last 

piece and the fourth piece containing 1 acre and half in same furlong abutting Lodge 

Close east, Staving Lane west which aforesaid Robert Buxton acquired by surrender of 

Robert Whitlow, 8 Apr, Chas I 6 [1630]; And 3a in two pieces in Wreningham Wude, first 

containing 1 acre and half in Swyneland between land of Richard Brackett now of Robert 

Brackett on west, land of divers men on east and abutting road between Wreningham 

and Heathell north, land latterly of Robert Osborne south; other piece containing 1a and 

half between land of John Dabbes now of Henry Wattes north and land late of said John 

Dabbes, now of Henry Wattes, and land late of said Richard Brackett now of Richard 

Buxton south, and above king’s road [11r] on west and above meadow called 

Kennyngham meadow on east which Robert Buxton lately acquired by surrender of 

John Calfe, 11 Apr, Chas I 8 [1632] 

Did homage 

 

[margin; fine £22] [This copy is not to be delivered to Robert Buxton son of Richard until 

he hath paid his fine as above] 

 

[11v continued]  In margin: annual rent 4s 9d, 1 capon, 1 hen, 2 days work at harvest] 

 

[12 r] Court held 9 October, 14 Chas II [1662] 
 

Admission: Henry Watts to copyhold property of late Samuel Watts, gent. 

Property: All that piece of land called Pangreene containing 6a more or less lying in 

Wreningham between road on east and land late of Robert Brackett on west, abutting 

Pangreene on north and of divers men on south. Which said Samuel had on surrender 

of Richard Havers and wife Johanna his wife on 10 Oct, Chas II 12 [1660] 

 

Admission: John Grey senior, by surrender by Alice Mendham widow on 28 Jan last, 

her house is in Tacolneston 

 

[12v] 

Court held 11 October 1664 
 

Death of Richard Grey, Ashwellthorpe 

Admission of George Pitcher of Norwich, baker 

Admission of Marie Reve als Hey, wife of Thomas Reve 

 

[13r] 
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Wreningham residents: Michael Francys, John Lightwyn, Michael Loveday, George 

Maudlyn, John Myles, John Knighte, Edward Kerrison, Samuel Steward, Clement 

Wiseman, Joseph Francys, all paying small fine [not clear what for] 

Thomas Beard fined 5s for not clearing ditch between his field and field lately called 

osier ground. 

[13v] John Edwards fined for nor clearing ditch between his field and adjacent pasture 

of Wreningham to pay 6s 8d 

Peter Turner and Robert Selbe chosen as constables of Wreningham for this year 

 

Homage ex parte Wreningham: Oliver Turner, Richard Havers, Richard Sheene, Jonas 

Thurston, Peter Turner, William Elvyn, Richard Buxton, Henry Narfford, Robert Osborne, 

jurors 

 

Thomas Weld esq. is dead and his copyhold property descends to his son Thomas 

Weld, gent., and his heirs 

 

Surrender: Robert Wade on 26 October 

Admission: Hester Chamberlyn, widow of John 

Property: last surrendered into hands of Robert Osborne in presence of Oliver Turner 

and Jone Thurston, piece of hempland (with a cottage built on it) containing half a rood 

between land of William Whitlow late of Robert Buxton on east, rest of hempland on 

west, abutting land now of Henry Whitlow, late of Thomas Mendham on north, common 

pasture of Wreningham on south [cannabis or hemp was grown for making rope, 

canvas, sackcloth, or adding to clay to make clay lump for building] 

History: Wade acquired it on surrender of William Whittlow on surrender of William & 

wife Jane at court held 9 Oct, Chas I 10 [1634] 

 

[14r] 

Surrender: Henry Feake 

Admission: Richard Sheene 

Property: two pieces of land 2a 3r in Wreningham; 1) piece containing half acre in 

furlong called Stakecroft or Staplecroft between close now of Edmund Whitefoote late 

of Oliver Dodds on north, rectory land on south, abutting common pasture called 

Lodgemarsh on east, land held by William Harrison on west; 2) piece containing 3r in 

furlong called Overfurlong or Middlefurlong between land late of John Chantrell now of 

William Branthwayte esq. on east, land of divers men on north, abutting Millcroft way 

on west, and land of divers men on east, and a piece containing 1a & half called 

Goryland lying about 3r in a triangle shape between road called Norwich Way on west, 

Milnecrofte way on east, abutting a close late of Michael Whitefoote now of Henry Watts 

called Cookes Close on south, and pointy [anguli’] bit running alongside said road on 

north; parcel of 5a ?3r in four pieces in Wreningham which said Henry Feake (among 

others) inherited from William Feake his father on 11 Apr 1659 

 

[14r-v] 

Surrender: Joanna Browne widow 

Admission: Bartholomew Stone of Wicklewood, gent. 

Property: half acre lying in place called Nealand in Wreningham between land of Oliver 

Turner on west, of said Joanna Browne on east, land of Oliver Turner on north, of 

Phi[lip] Fiddeman on south; Stone to pay £4 4s 8d on 29 March 1665 

? deed to be made on 29 Mar 1665 between Browne & Stone, he to pay £48 15s 
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Alice wife of Robert Selby, daughter of Alice Mendham, admitted to land in Tacolneston 

 

[15r] 

Robert Lebold acknowledged that he held one piece of land 3r lying in field of 

Wreningham at Le Lodge late called Pissbuske between land late of Agnes Burges, now 

of said Robert on north, land late of said Agnes now Robert Buxton on south, abutting 

above common marsh called Lodgemarsh on east and of church of Heathild [Hethel] on 

west which he lately acquired from Thomas Lincolne by deed on 25 August last, made 

fealty 

 

John Dey, 3r of land and pasture lying in Fundenhall, without admission, so is fined 

 

[15v] 

Court held on Tuesday 27 April 1665 
 

Admission:  Daniel Whitefoote 

Surrender: Michael Whitefoote 

Property: in Hapton 

 

[16r] 

Admission: Robert Grey 

Property:  Ashwellthorpe 

 

[16v] 

Surrender: Joanna Browne 

Admission: Francis Ellys 

Property: half acre in Nealond, as in 14r-v above 

Money: £52 19s 8d, by indenture 29 March 1666 

 

Surrender: Margaret Brackett 

Admission: Robert Brackett, her son, now 24 

Property: 22 acres called Kennyngham Wonge between land of Richard Brackett on 

north, John Wildman on south, and of said Robert Brackett on east and the King’s road 

on west; also 1a at Sweynland between land of Richard Brackett on east, William 

Branthwayte esq. on west, next to land of Robert Osborne on south, and of lord of the 

manor on north; also a place called Sheepcoate yard and a building on it lying between 

common land of Wreningham on west, land of Richard Sheene on east, abutting land of 

said Richard Sheene on north and King’s highway on south; also a meadow called 

Kennyngham meadow in Wreningham late in farm of Oliver Brackett; also 8a enclosed 

(a parcel of 14a) lying by Wreningham church on side Le Southwest (of which 6a are 

held by Henry Watts gent.); Also 3r in Wreningham between land late of Richard 

Brackett now of said Robert Brackett on south and north, abutting King’s road on west, 

land now of said Richard Brackett on east, late of Richard Wells, and a parcel of land 

called Blanchefarme lands …. Which Robert Brackett the father (among others) lately 

acquired for self and heirs … and surrendered 1 Apr, Chas I 11 [1635] 

History: Will of Robert Brackett, 22 Aug 1649, leaves all copyhold property in 

Wreningham to his wife Margaret until his son Robert reaches age of 24 

 

Public proclamation that John Wildman who holds copyhold land for which he has done 

homage …  owes money to lord under pain of forfeiture 
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[17v] 

Court held on 12 Oct 1665 
 

A fine 4s 3d for unlicenced ‘tiplinghouses’ in Ashwellthorpe 

 

[18r] 

John Knyvett gent. admitted to land in Fundenhall 

 

[18v] 

John Dey and Margaret Dey, Fundenhall 

 

Wreningham jurors: Richard Havers, Henry Gooch, Robert Brackett, Jonas Thurston 

 

Jonas Thurston appointed constable in place of Robert Selby 

 

[19r] 

Homage by: Peter Turner, Richard Buxton, Robert Osborne, Robert Brackett, Richard 

Havers, Thomas Finderne, Jonas Thurston 

 

Surrender: William Harrison gent. on 24 May last 

Property: 3 & half acres of enclosed land in Wreningham called Armigers or Armigells 

between land late of Thomas Cullyer now of Thomas Weld gent. on north, and common 

road called Nethergate Way on south, part lord’s land and part rectory land on west, 

and late of John Wright now of Robert Osborne on east, for work and use of Sir John 

Knyvett, KB, lord of the manor, his heirs and assigns 

 

Surrender: William Harrison gent. 

Property: 10a & half arable lying in seven pieces in fields of Wreningham; first 

containing about 4a lying between land of the lord on west, rectory land on east, 

abutting Cobbs meadow on north and land of Richard Sheene on south; second piece 

containing 3r lying in said furlong abutting previous piece on either side/head; third 

piece of half an acre lying between land of William Branthwayte esq. on south & north, 

Lodge Marsh on east; fourth piece containing 5r in furlong called Shirwater on west 

leading to Cooks Close; fifth piece of 2a and a half lying in field called Kennetfield 

between the lord’s land [19v] on west and land of William Branthwayte esq. on east, 

abutting Heathild Moore on north; sixth piece of 1a in Levolds hyrne between land of 

Henry Watts to east and of the lord on the west; seventh containing 1a & half in 

meadow called Woodcroft between rectory land on west and land of Henry Watts on 

east, abutting Church Road on south; and another 3a of meadow lying in Bittermeadow 

in two pieces in Wreningham the first containing half an acre lying between meadow 

called Holybread meadow on east and lord’s land on west, abutting procession way on 

south, the other piece containing 1r lying between meadow of Henry Feake on east and 

meadow of divers men on west, abutting Le Meddowway on north, with intention that 

lord of manor will [confirm] said William Harrison & wife Dorothy for term of their lives, 

and after their deaths to the use of Edmund Harrison their son & heir on condition that 

said Edmund will pay £20 to person/s specified in William’s will 

 

Admission:  Thomas Weld on the death of his father Thomas Weld esq 

Property: 1a in two pieces in Nealand in Wreningham, first containing half acre beside 

land late of William Smyth called the Ten Acres between land of said Thomas Weld late 

of William Riddell on north, land of said Thomas Weld late of Philip Cullyer on south, 
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abutting land of William Harrison late of John Harrison on west, second containing half 

an acre of turbary [peat] called Aldercarre formerly belonging to Thomas Weld the 

father, acquired after death of Thomas Weld gent., 7 Apr, Chas I 23 [1647] 

 

[20r] 

Admission: John Wildman, husband of late Dorothy Wildman, as guardian of son John 

Wildman until he is 21 

Death: Dorothy wife of John Wildman, clerk 

Property: messuage and parcel of land and pasture in his close And a place called Ketts 

yard containing about 3a lying in Wreningham between a lane called Church lane on the 

south and a meadow late of William Bokenham now of Robert Buxton and road called 

Overgateway on north, abutting above Overgateway on east, and meadow late of 

William Bokenham now Robert Buxton and Farding Lane on west; And 1 piece of land or 

meadow of approx 1a called Short Acre [near] Wreningham church between land late of 

Michael Whitefoote now Robert Buxton called Blofelds yard on north and laneway 

called Church Lane on south and the graveyard of Wreningham church on east and land 

late of said Michael, now of said Robert Buxton and laneway called Overgateway on 

west; And a piece of enclosed meadow called Stakecroft or Staplecroft or Cobbs 

meadow containing about 3a lying in Wreningham between land of this manor formerly 

held by Richard Brackett now Robert Brackett on north, abutting above road called 

Norwich way [20v] on west and common pasture of Wreningham called Lodgemarsh on 

east; And one piece of land or pasture called Churchwong or Cobbs croft containing 

about 14a between land of this manor called [----]ers part of Thomas Finderne and of 

William Harrison on west and land late of Richard Brackett now of Robert Brackett on 

east, and abutting road called Church lane on north and land of the lord of the manor 

formerly held by William Buckenham now of Henry Watts to south; And a piece of 

arable land containing about 1 & half acres lying in Kennettshyrne in Wreningham 

between land late of Oliver Sheres gent., now of Robert Buxton on south, and land late 

of Michael Whitefoote now of Henry Watts on north, abutting land called Sandpitte on 

west and common road on east; And a piece of land containing about half an acre lying 

[?mostly] northerly in same furlong between land late of William Dabb now of Henry 

Watts on north and abutting Sandpitte on west; And a piece of about 1a lying in furlong 

called Middlefurlong or Millhillfurlong between land of this manor formerly held by 

Agnes Burges now William Harrison gent. on south and land of rectory of church of 

Hethild on north, abutting land late of said Agnes now of Robert Buxton on east and 

Millcroftway on west; And a piece of land containing 1a 1r lying in same furlong 

between land late of Michael Whitefoote now of Henry Watts on south and next piece 

on north, and abutting as last piece on west and Brakey Acre on east; And a piece of half 

acre lying between last piece on south and land late of William Florey now Robert 

Buxton on north, abuttals as last piece and at each headland; And piece of land in 

furlong called Millcroft way on west, abutting meadow called Stakecroft on north; And a 

piece called Wrongacre lying in furlong called Goryland or Millpostfurlong between land 

of rectory of Wreningham church on south and north, abutting Norwich way on west 

and Millpostway on east; And a piece containing 3r lying in furlong called Spongfurlong 

between land of rectory aforesaid lying next Norwich way on west and land of divers 

men on east and abutting land late of Henry Whitlow now of Thomas Mendham on 

north and land of Richard Havers on south; And piece containing 1r in furlong [21r] 

called Longacrefurlong in Spongfeild between land late of Michael Whitefoote now of 

John Whitefoote clerk [vicar of St Gregory’s, Norwich] on east and land late of William 

Lobbes now of the lord of this manor on west, abutting land late of the Queen’s fee of 

Wymondham [manor of Wymondham reginae belonged to Q Eliz] formerly held by 
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Stephen Smyth now Thomas Finderne on north and above common pasture of 

Wreningham called Spongmarsh on south; And half acre west in same furlong between 

the Queen’s land called Flaxland held by said John Wildman to east and Wymondham 

Rectory land on west, abuttals as for last piece; And 1a in Spongfurlong between lands 

of this manor late of Thomas Smyth now of said John Whitefoote clerk on east and land 

late of Michael Whitefoote now of said John on west, abutting Spongmarsh on south; 

And a piece of land called Swampacre in furlong called Welcroft between lands of 

Queen held by William Buckenham, now by said John Wildman on north, and of said 

William formerly Oliver Sheres gent. now of Robert Buxton on south, abutting land late 

of said William now of said John Wildman called Churchwong on west (and [?common] 

aqueduct extended to middle of said piece) … Which said Dorothy lately acquired (one 

messuage 30a 1r lying in six pieces within vill and fields of Wreningham) after the death 

of Martha Whitefoote wife of Edmund Whitefoote by surrender of said Edmund on 1 

Oct, Chas I 14 [1638] 

 

[21v] 

Court held 3 May 1666 
 

Wreningham jurors: Oliver Turner, Robert Selby, Robert Blackett, Richard Buxton 

 

Surrender: Robert Brackett on 10 Jan last 

Admission: Richard Sheene 

Property: 3a (parcel of 8a enclosed land) in Wreningham between land of Henry Watts 

jun. gent. on east and the rest of the 8 acres held by said Robert Brackett on west, 

abutting land of John Wildman gent. on south and road called Pangreene on north 

Conditions said Robert Brackett’s heirs or administrators to pay £21 4s 10d next January 

at house of Richard Sheene in Mulbarton  

 

Surrender: William Harrison gent 

Admission: Edmund Harrison his son 

[There are notes in the margin about ownership in 1704.] 

Property: 10 & half acres of arable land in seven separate pieces in fields of 

Wreningham; first of about 4a lying between lands of the lord on west and Wreningham 

Rectory lands on east, abutting Cobbs meadow on north and land of Richard Sheene on 

south; second containing 3r in aforesaid furlong and abuttals as last [Sam Potter 1704]; 

third containing half acre between land of William Branthwayte esq. on south and north, 

abutting Lodgemarsh on east [Arthur Branthwayte 1704]; fourth piece 5r in Shirwater 

furlong on west, furlong leading to Cookes Close [Sam Potter 1704]; fifth piece 1a and 

half in Kennettfeild between land of lord of the manor on west and land of William 

Branthwayte esq. on east, abutting Heatheld Moore on north; sixth piece 1a lying in 

Levoldshyrne between land of Henry Watts on east, and of the lord on west; seventh 

piece 1 and half acres lying in field called Woodcroft between Wreningham rectory land 

on west and land of Henry Watts on east, abutting Church Road on south; And 3r of 

meadow in two pieces in Bittermeadow in Wreningham of which first … containing half 

acre lying between Holybreadmeadow on east and the lord’s land on west, abutting the 

processional road on south, the other of 1r between meadow of Henry Feake on east 

and meadow of divers men on west, abutting Le Meddow way on north 

Condition: the lord should confirm lands to William Harrison and wife Dorothy for their 

lives and afterwards grant to their son Edmund, who should pay £20 to persons directed 

by William Harrison’s will 



Ashwellthorpe cum Wreningham, Norfolk, court book, 1660-1712  -  (NRO, MC 2401) 

 

11 

 

More Property: 1a 1r called Deys Acre lying at west end of furlong called Shirwater, 

abutting common road leading to Cookes Close which said William Harrison acquired 

by surrender of Robert Smyth on 3 April  Jas I 13 [1615]; And one & half acre lying in 

Kennettfeild between land of the lord, formerly held by John Gooch, now in occupation 

of John Greene on west and land late of Thomas Townesend esq. now of William 

Branthwayte esq. on east, abutting Heathild Moore on north and land of divers men on 

south; And 1a lying in Leboldhyrne between land of said lord now of Henry Watts on 

east, and land late of Thomas Smyth now of the lord on west, abutting land late of 

William Dabbe now Henry Watts senior on north, which said William Harrison acquired 

[22v] from surrender of Thomas Burlingham on 17 Oct, Jas I 13 [1615]: 5r lying in 

Lodgefield in two pieces; first of half acre lying in field of Wreningham between land 

late of Thomas Townesend esq. of manor of Thwayte, now of William Branthwayte on 

north, and land late of said Thomas, a parcel in manor formerly belonging to abbot of 

Wymondham called Thwayteland on south, abutting Lodgemarsh on east and land 

formerly held by said Thomas now of William Branthwayte on west; other piece 3r lying 

in furlong called Stakecroft between land of divers men on east land of lord of manor 

late of Richard Brackett now [blank] on west, land late of William Bokenham now John 

Wildman called Dobbs meadow on north, and land which William Harrison acquired by 

surrender of John Harrison clerk 24 Oct, Chas I 1 [1625] [south]; And 1 acre and half 

lying in field called Woodcroft between Wreningham Rectory lands on west, lands lately 

held by William Dabbe now Henry Watts gent., footpath called Churchway on south, 

land of divers men on north; And 4a lying between Wreningham Rectory land on east, 

land late held by William Bokenham, now John Wildman on west, meadow late of said 

William now John Wildman called Dobbs meadow to north, land formerly held by 

Robert Dey now of Richard Sheene on south [Sam: Potter 1704]; And 3r meadow lying 

in two pieces in Bittermeadow of which first of half acre lies in Bittermeadow between 

field of Robert Osborne called Holybread meadow on east and meadow of the lord on 

west, common road or processional road on south, the other of about 1r lying between 

land of divers men on west and meadow late of John Johnson now of Henry Feake on 

east, meadow late of Richard Calfe now of Oliver Turner on south, and common road 

called Le Meadow Way on north which said William Harrison acquired by surrender 

according to last will of John Harrison clerk, 25 April, Chas I 20 [1644]; And the lord 

[confirmed it all] to William and Dorothy his wife for their lives, and then to Edmund 

Harrison on conditions stated previously 

 

[23r] 

Court held 11 October 1666 
 

Edward Wiseman to Roger Grey, land in Ashwellthorpe 

[23v] 

Jurors: Henry Gooch gent., Henry Narfford, William Elwyn, Richard Havers, Robert 

Selby, Robert Brackett, Joseph Norton 

 

Robert Brackett made constable 

 

Robert Norris of Brakon ‘did jugg partridges’ fined 12d 

Henry Blofeld, Robert Walpole and Robert Burke of Ashwellthorpe fined, for turning out 

horses and cows on stubble  

 

[24r] 

Surrender:  Richard Sheene has died 



Ashwellthorpe cum Wreningham, Norfolk, court book, 1660-1712  -  (NRO, MC 2401) 

 

12 

 

Admission: Richard Sheene his son, of full age 

Property: 12a called Sheepcoatewong and a messuage built on it, between King’s road 

called Norwich Road on east, land held by Robert Brackett late Richard Brackett clerk on 

west, land of divers men on north, road leading from Wreningham Church to Pangate 

on south; And one and half acres enclosed land at Trumpesty in Wreningham, between 

Wreningham rectory land on north, land late of John Havers now of Richard Sheene on 

south, land late of John Havers now of Richard Sheene on west and King’s road on east; 

which Richard Sheene the father acquired by surrender of John Havers 9 Oct 1662; And 

three pieces of land of about 2a 3r in Wreningham, first about half an acre in furlong 

called Stakecroft or Staplecroft between a close of the lord held by Edmund Whitefoote 

formerly Oliver Turner on north and Wreningham rectory land on south, common 

pasture called Lodgemarsh on east, and land of the lord held by William Harrison on 

west; second piece of about 3r in furlong called Overfurlong or Middlefurlong between 

land of this manor late of John Chantrell now of William Branthwayte esq. on south and 

land of various on east; And third piece containing 1a and half called Goryland lying 

next to said 3r in form of a triangle between the road called Norwich way on west, 

Milnecroft way on east, an enclosure late of Michael Whitefoote now of Henry Watts 

called Cookes close on south and a sharp angle ending where the roads meet on north, 

and 3r (part of parcel of 5a) lying in four pieces in Wreningham, of which the first [24v] 

said Richard Sheene acquired by surrender of Henry Feake, 11 Oct 1664 

 

Surrender:  Richard Sheene, by his last will 

Admission: Richard Sheene, son 

Property:  called Sandpitts containing 4a land and pasture, lands of divers men on east 

and west, and south, and road called Parkway on north which Richard Sheene acquired 

from John Havers by deed 15 Oct 1662; And also one enclosure called Cookes Close 

containing 2a 3r between Wreningham rectory land on south, land late of John 

Whitefoote on north, King’s road on west and Millpost or Millcroftway on east which 

Richard Sheene the elder acquired from Henry Feake by deed, 21 March 1664 

 

[25r] 

Court held 4 April 1667 
 

Barbara Whitefoote widow, guardian of James Whitefoote the son until age of 21, has 

died. 

[25r-v] 

Ashwellthorpe: John Grey, Anthony Barrett & wife Elizabeth 

Ashwellthorpe: Anne & Thomas Allen admitted 

 

[26r] 

Wreningham jurors: Robert Osbourne, Richard Havers, Robert Brackett, Richard Buxton, 

Peter Turner 

[26v] 

John Osborne who held half an acre in Bittermeadow sold it to Peter Turner 

John Brackett paid £21 4s. to Richard Sheene for a surrender 

Death of Jone Thurston, land surrendered for uses in will 

 

Admission: John Knight 

Property: cottage and meadow next to waste [uncultivated] of the lord on north, beside 

laneway called Farthings Lane, held by John Knight after death of John Neale who 

formerly inhabited the cottage, wrote will; paid one hen p.a. 
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[27r] 

Court held 17 Oct 1667 
 

Death of Edmund Harrison, his son William Harrison is under 14 

[27r-28r] 

Admission: John Knyvett of Fundenhall gent.  

Surrender: Samuel Wilkinson of Norwich and wife Katherine 

Property:  in Fundenhall 

 

[28r-v] 

Admission: James Denew 

Property: in Ashwellthorpe 

[26v] 

Jurors: Robert Brackett, John Greene, Joseph Norton, Henry Gooch, Robert Selby, 

Henry Thurston, John Knighte, Robert Lebold 

[29r] 

John Norton appointed constable 

 

Surrender: Jonas Thurston died, surrendered property 

Admission: Alice and Henry Thurston 

Property: 22 Oct last, all lands and tenements, 1r with tenement built on it lying between 

Rectory land on east, land of Francis Reeder on west, common pasture called Murks on 

south and land late of John Jepe [Jubb in index] now Richard Havers on north 

Will 18 July 1666, in English: property lately purchased from Robert Lincolne of Hapton 

to wife & executrix Alice for life; then to Henry Thurston his youngest son 

 

[29v] 

Surrender:  Oliver Turner 

 

Proclamation half acre in Heathild [i.e. Hethel] between land late of Robert Bisham on 

east & west, common pasture of Wreningham on south, Nicholas Young[man] 

surrendered to Henry Hartstong gent., Jas I 12 [1614/5] 

 

[30r] 

Court held 29 October 1667 
 

Gerard Harrison clerk and wife Mary died, land in Thorpe street to Nathaniel Harrison 

and wife Elizabeth  

 

[30v] 

Court held 22 November 1667 
Robert Grey to Christian Knight: land in Thorpe Street 

 

[31r] 

Court held Wednesday 18 November 1668 
[31v] 

Constable: Oliver Turner & (Joseph Norton) 

 

 

Surrender: Thomas Havers 
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Admission: Thomas Havers his grandchild aged 12  

 

Surrender: Henry Feake of Eaton in county of Norfolk, miller 

Admission: Thomas Lincolne of Florden, turner 

Property:  half acre in field of Thorpe formerly held by Michael Whitefoote, now of the 

lord of the manor on east, land formerly held by Henry Sayer now James Denew gent. 

on west, land formerly held by said Michael now by the lord on north and Middlewood 

on south; And 1 and half acres of meadow lying in two pieces in Bittermeadows, one 

piece containing 1a between meadow late of William Riddall on east and meadow late 

of John Sayer on west, meadow of Richard Calfe on south, and land of William Gallard 

on north, second piece half acre between meadow of John Sayer on east, and land of 

William Gallard on west, land late of Richard Calfe on south, William Gallard on north: 

And another piece of meadow of about half acre late of John Johnson lying between 

meadow of Wreningham Rectory on west, meadow of said Thomas Lincoln on east, 

meadowland on north, meadow late of Robert Calfe now of Thomas Finderne on south, 

which Feake and others acquired 11 Apr 1659 after death of William Feake 

 

[32v] 

Court held 9 Nov 1669 
 

Ashwellthorpe, Richard Grey 

[34r] 

Fundenhall Robert Grey 

 

Wreningham jurors, Robert Brackett, Richard Havers, John Foulsham, Robert Starffe, 

Henry Gooch, Robert Lebold, Henry Thurston, Henry Narfford 

 

Constables: John Norton and Thomas Beard 

 

Proclamation 

Surrender: by John Wildman into hands of lord of the manor 

Property: half acre in Heathild between land of Robert Bishop on east and west, the 

common pasture of Wreningham south, land which Nicholas Youngman surrendered to 

Henry Hartstong gent., Jas I 12 [1614/15] 

 

[34r] 

Robert Grey, Fundenhall 

 

Wreningham jurors: Robert Brackett, Richard Havers, John Foulsham, Robert Starffe, 

Henry Gooch, Robert Lebold, Henry Thurston, Henry Narford 

Constables: John Norton and Thomas Beare 

 

[34v] 

 

Proclamation about half an acre lying in Heathild between land late of Robert Bishop on 

east and west, common pasture of Wreningham on south which Nicholas Yongman 

surrendered, Jas I 12 [1614/5], to Henry Hartstong gent. 

  


