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[35r] 

General Court held 20 Oct 1670 
 

James Hudson fined for lopping trees 

 

Death of Thomas Barber 

 

Daniel Whitefoote surrenders land [in Ashwellthorpe] to Nathaniel Hawke 

[35v] 

Hester Maltinward surrenders land in Ashwellthorpe, she was wife of Francis Reeder 

and late of William Maltinward; daughter Elizabeth Maltinward admitted [full details] 

[36v] 

Matthew Abbes admitted to land in Ashwellthorpe, inherited from parents Mathew and 

Elizabeth 

[37r] 

Mathew Abbes and wife Rachel admitted to land in Thorpe 

[37v-38r] 

Conditional surrender of Stephen Grey & wife Anne of land in Fundenhall to Thomas Le 

Hunt 

Conditional surrender of Antony Barrett & wife Elizabeth to Daniel Ellis of Wymondham, 

property in Wymondham 

 

[39r] Wreningham jurors: Henry Narfford, Robert Brackett, Joseph Norton, Robert 

Lebold, Henry Thurston, John Knighte, Henry Gooch, John Foulsham, Hugh Moore 

 

John Greene and Miles Ryvett constables 

 

Surrender:  William Harrison gent. died 

Admission:  his son John Harrison, gent., of full age 

Property: One piece of land of about 4a lying between lands of lord of the manor on 

west, rectory land on east, road called Nethergate way on south and of divers men on 

north. And half acre lying between land late in tenure of Thomas Cullyer on east and 

west and above laneway called Bretons on north and above the last piece on south; And 

the other half acre between land late of Thomas Cullyer on east, of lord of manor on 

west [39r] abuttals as previous piece (parcel of 11 acres of land tenements etc. with 

liberty of foldage [to graze sheep] lying in two pieces in Wreningham and Nealond of 

which rest is held by Edmund Harrison), which said William Harrison (among others) 

lately held for self & heirs by surrender and will of John Harrison clerk, 25 Apr, Chas I 20 

[1644] 

Surrender:  John Harrison 

Admission:  Edmund Harrison his brother 

Property: All and singular of aforementioned 

Surrender: Edmund Harrison 

To uses in his last will and testament 

 

Admission: Henry Watts, gent.  

History: Edward Cooke, then steward, swore that at court leet held on 10 Oct 1660 Henry 

Watts esq. on previous 20 September came before said Edward at Henry’s house in 

parish of St Andrew in Norwich and then, in presence of Francis Watts and John Denny, 

surrendered [39v] by hands of Cooke all his copyhold lands and tenements to uses 
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declared in his last will and testament]; Henry Watts has died, alderman of Norwich; will 

quoted in English 

[Henry Watts esq. was buried in St Andrew’s Norwich on 21 December 1669] 

Property: one grove late of lord of manor called Oldhegge containing about 2 and half 

acres lying in Wreningham between land of William Branthwayte esq., late of John 

Chantrell on north and land of lord of the manor on south, land of William Branthwayte 

on west and land now of John Dabbes on east; And a parcel of underwood, late of the 

lord containing about half an acre in Wreningham on the west of Guddswood, and 

abutting Guddswood on north and the king’s road on south; And 1r and 36p land of 

tenement called Armigers lying in Woodcroft in Wreningham between land late of said 

John Dabbes on the east and land of said John and close called Pennynge held by said 

William Branthwayte on west, and above land of said John Dabbes on south; And half 

an acre in parcel of land in Wreningham of which same acre in parcel of 9a lying in five 

pieces in former furlong called Wrangland of which said half acre lies between rectory 

land on east and land late of John Johnson now William Harryson on west, abutting 

land of aforesaid [40r], now of John Dabbes on north, Wreningham rectory land on 

south; And one acre and a half in two pieces in Wreningham of which first containing 

about 1a 1r between land of Thomas Weld gent. now of Thomas Cullyer on east, and 

Wreningham rectory land on west, above church road towards the south and land of 

divers men towards the north, and the other piece containing about 1r between land late 

of William Dabbes, now said John Dabbes, on west and land now of George Findal late 

of Christopher Grene on east, above church road on south and divers men on north; 

And 1a in Holseyhirne in Wreningham parcel of land of ?--- of Ashwellthorpe late in 

tenure of Robert Shipdham; And to 3r of land. parcel of 1a and half lying in two pieces in 

Wreningham; And to 3r lying in field called Kennettfeild in Wreningham of which first 

piece containing half acre lies in furlong at Broadmore buske between land of manor of 

Heathild late of said John Dabbes on west and of lord of manor in tenure of William 

Branthwayte now of Robert Smyth on east and above ?headland of the lord king called 

Lurlingland late of William Florey and now Robert Buxton on south, second piece 

containing 1r lying largely on east in same furlong between Wreningham rectory land 

on east and land of lord of manor on west; And abutting headland [of] manor of 

Wymondham late Oliver Burges now Robert Buxton on south and third piece containing 

2a lying chiefly east in that furlong between land of manor of Heathild on west and land 

in tenure of said William Branthwayte esq.late of Thomas Townesend esq. previously 

Chanterells on east and above headland same now in tenure of said Robert Buxton on 

south; And to 1a of meadow ?to other parcels of meadow enclosed in Wreningham 

lying between field of Thorpe (ferrita perambulator inter porta, ?path between iron 

gates?) on south east and headlands of meadow above abutting as above which lie in 

Bittermeadow on northwest and abutting piece of meadow of the lord of the manor now 

in tenure of John Calfe late Richard Calfe on west [40v] and above other piece of 

meadow late of said John Calfe recently of Peter Turner on east and stretching in the 

form of an obtuse triangle ending at the east which said Henry Watts the father acquired 

by surrender of John Dabbes at court held 29 August, Chas I 9 [1633]; And one piece of 

land about 1a in Wreningham between land lately held by William Dabbe now said 

Henry Watts gent. on east and west, abutting above common way leading as far as 

Pennynge greene on north and above land of divers men on south which said Henry 

Watts the father lately acquired by surrender of John Gooch at court on 1 Oct, Chas I 16 

[1640]; And 2a in three pieces in Spongfeild in Wreningham of which the first was 

formerly in two pieces containing 1a lying between land of John Wildman called Cobbes 

croft on north and land of Oliver Turner on south and abutting road called Heltrymere 

on west, second piece containing half acre lying between Wreningham rectory land on 
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east and land of said Oliver Turner on west, above road called Meadow lane on south. 

And third piece containing about half an acre between land of said Oliver Turner on east 

and of Robert Osborne on west, abuttals as last piece, and land acquired by Henry Watts 

the father by surrender of John Gooch at court on 28 Apr, Chas I 21 [1645]; And a piece 

of land called Braky Acre containing about 3a lying next to ?Tweyland in Lodgefeild in 

Wreningham between land late of Thomas Townshend esq. now of William 

Branthwayte esq. on north and land late of Agnes Burges now of said Henry Watts on 

south and above common pasture of Wreningham called Lodgemarsh on east and land 

of divers men on south; And property which Henry Watts the father acquired by 

surrender of John Gooch at court held on aforesaid 28 April [1645]; And 2a of arable 

land lying [41r] in field of Wreningham called Lodgefeild in same furlong Sherewater 

between land of Wreningham rectory on north and south, above common pasture of 

Wreningham called Lodge Marsh on east and land of divers men on west; And another 

piece of land of about two acres in same field between land of said Henry Watts on west 

and land late of William Harrison on east, above Stakecroft meadow on north and land 

of Robert Osborne on south, which Henry Watts the father acquired by surrender of 

John Havers at court held 4 April 1660; And he was admitted and paid homage 

And afterwards at this court Henry Watts gent. surrendered the whole lot into the hands 

of the seneschal to the uses declared in the will 

 

[41r-v]  

Admission: Richard Francis, clerk [rector of Flordon 1661-1676], admitted to land of Alice 

Mendham widow (wife of Robert Selby) which he bought [or will buy] for £20 [long 

preamble about Alice who has mansion house in Tacolneston and left a will which I 

can’t find] 
Property: Alice then wife of Robert Selby admitted at court held 11 Oct 1664 to piece of 

land called Millcroft with tenement and ?houses built on it containing about 1a 3r in 

Wreningham ………………………………. Richard Francis then admitted 

 

[42r] 

Court held 7 December 1670 
 

John Grey surrenders property in Fundenhall, Robert Grey admitted 

[43r]  

Mary Grey admitted to property in Fundenhall 

 

[43v] 

Court held 27 October 1671 
 

Roger Gay admitted to property in Ashwellthorpe 

 

[45r] Wreningham jurors: Henry Gooch, Henry Narfford, Robert Bracket, Robert Lebold, 

Edward Kerrison. John Foulsham, Henry Thurston, Richard Havers, Thomas Claxton 

 

[45v] John Gooch and John Greene chosen as constables 

 

Surrender: Thomas Weld gent. 

Admission: John Jubbs of Wymondham beerbrewer 

Property: 1a in two pieces in Nealand in Wreningham, of which the first of about half 

acre lies in Woodcroft field beside/near land late of [46r] William Smyth called the Ten 

Acres between land now of Thomas Weld gent. previously of William Riddall and now 
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of said John Jubbs on north and land now of said Thomas late of Philip Cullyer on 

south, and land of William Harrison on west, the other piece of half an acre of turbary 

called Aldercarre in Wreningham with pertinences which said Thomas acquired after 

death of Thomas Weld the father by court held on 12 Oct 1665 

Surrender: John Jubbs according to uses in last will and testament 

 

Surrender: Thomas Finderne 

Admission: Peter Awstyn of Wymondham, butcher 

Property: one piece of land in furlong called Strangland in Wreningham containing 

about 2a lying between path or lane called Heltrymeere on east and copyhold land lately 

held by Bartholomew on west, land called Hulverland late of John Johnson now of 

[blank] on north and Wreningham rectory land on south; And built messuage called 

Jackette and parcel of land in aforesaid croft adjacent to messuage containing about 2 

and half acres between messuage and land of this manor formerly held by Stephen 

Smyth now [blank] called Gunnes on the east and messuage and land late of William 

Bokenham now [blank] on west [46v] abutting common pasture called Nethergate 

Greene on south and common lane of church on north; And a tenement formerly called 

Gunns containing about 1a and a half lying between a messuage and land formerly held 

by Stephen Smythe called Jackette on west and messuage and land called Fenns 

formerly held by Oliver Burges now [blank] on east, common pasture called Nethergate 

Greene on south; And half an acre in two pieces in field called Woodcroft or Drovefeild 

of which first piece containing 1r and other piece also containing 1a lying in Drovefeild 

between Wreningham rectory land on the west and land late of William Dabb now 

[blank] on east, above church road on south; And moreover one piece of meadow 

containing about 3a lying in meadow called Bittermeadow between little road between 

Wreningham and Ashwellthorpe on south and land once of Richard Browne late of 

William Feake on north above loke [venella] called Morwell Lane on Le Southwest and 

meadow late of John Dabbe now of Henry Watte gent. on east which said Thomas 

Finderne lately acquired on surrender of his father George Finderne at court held 8 Oct 

1656. 

 

Surrender: John Grey gent. testified that John Harrison gent. (son and heir of William 

Harrison late of Wreningham now dead and his wife Elizabeth) did on 24 Dec last in 

presence of said John Grey, seneschal/steward, at Norwich (with consent of Elizabeth) 

in presence of Francis Turner [47r] surrender to use of Edmund Harrison his brother and 

heirs, according to will of William Harrison 

Property: One piece of land of about 4 acres in Wreningham above Nethergate way on 

south and half an acre abutting Brettons Lane on north, another half acre with same 

abuttals as the last piece which said Edmund acquired through of John Harrison at court 

held on 20 Oct 1670 part & parcel, etc. 

 

Surrender: William Harrison surrendered on 20 Apr 1644 all copyhold property 

according to last will and at court held 20 Oct 1670 did homage, died, and John Harrison 

his son on 1 April 1670, according to will of William Harrison in English [47v] 

 

The will gives to son Robert his close in Wreningham called Hulvers both freehold and 

copyhold and half an acre of freeground lying in Spirling Croft in Wreningham abutting 

upon Deys yard towards east and also 1r of meadow in Bittermeadow next to meadow 

of lord of the manor on west and also to Robert Harrison I give and bequeath my close 

called Lewells containing 4a of pasture ground, all which said parcels of ground both 
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freehold and copyhold to son Robert and his wife Martha for life of longest liver then to 

their heirs for ever. 

 

Admission: William Harrison, son of Robert and Martha, who are both dead, uncle John 

Harrison 

Property: close called Lebolds containing 4a more or less in Wreningham between 

rectory land on east, Church Lane on west, and of divers men on north and meadow 

lane on south; And 1r meadow lying in Bittermeadow between land late of John 

Harrison clerk on east and meadow of lord of the manor on west, meadow way on north 

and land of William Dabbe on south (parcel of 2r of meadow in Bittermeadow) which 

said William his forbear acquired on surrender of William Burlingham in [1625/6]; And 

3a in one enclosed piece [48r] called Hulversland lying between church lane on north 

and land late of John Johnson now of said William on south, Heltrymeere on east and 

church lane on west; And half an acre in same enclosure between free land late of John 

Johnson now of said William on west and land late of Oliver Sheres now of Henry Watts 

gent. on east, land late of said John now of said William on south and above the 

aforesaid 3a called Halverland on north belonging to William the ancestor and John 

Harrison clerk who lately acquired it on surrender of John Johnson in [1613/4], William 

admitted to this part on surrender of uncle John Harrison, William Harrison the nephew 

is aged 12 so John is guardian until he is 14 

 

Surrender: Robert Buxton 

Property: all property in this manor, according to terms of his will 

 

Surrender: Richard Francis, clerk 

Admission: John Lighting 

Property: all property in this manor, according to terms of his will [48v] A cottage with 

3r lying in Wreningham between land belonging to Mayor and Corporation of City of 

Norwich on north, road leading from Wreningham to Heathild on south, above common 

pasture on either headland 

Rent one hen yearly at Michaelmas [and ? some work] and to rebuild cottage 

 

[49r]  

Court held 7 March 1672 
 

Surrender:  Nathaniel Harrison and wife Elizabeth 

Admission: Thomas Hynde 

Property: in Ashwellthorpe 

 

Surrender: Henry Gay gent. 

Admission:  Thomas Hynde (? & Richard Knighte) 

Property: Ashwellthorpe 

 

Conditional Surrender: Antony Barrett to Jeremiah Ellis 

 

[50r] 

Court held 14 October 1672 
Ashwellthorpe: Robert Whiting admitted; Charles Gallard admitted (quotes will) 

 

Constable:  Thomas Knyvett gent 
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[52v] 

Conditional Surrender: John Lighting 

Admission: John Gooch 

Property: A cottage with 3r lying in Wreningham between land belonging to Mayor and 

Corporation of City of Norwich on north, road leading from Wreningham to Heathild on 

south, above common pasture on either headland, lately acquired by Lighting; £15 8s 

paid  

 

[53r] 

Court held 13 October 1673 
Lord of manor is now Mary Lady Knyvett (died 1713), widow of Sir John Knyvett who died on 28 July 

1673; their sons were under age. 

 

[54r] 

Admissions:  Jeremiah Ellis, Ashwellthorpe 

William Thirkettle, Ashwellthorpe 

Roger Grey, Carleton Rode 

 

[55r] Homage: Peter Turner, Richard Buxton, Richard Sheene, Henry Thurston 

 

Surrender: Thomas Lincoln 

Admission: Grace Humbletoft of Flordon, singlewoman 

Property: half acre lying in field of Thorpe called Gravell pitt field between land late of 

Michael Whitefoote now of the lord on the east and land formerly held by Henry Sayer 

now of James Denew on west, land late of said Michael now of the lord on north and 

Middlewood on south; And 1a and half of meadow in two pieces in Bittermeadowes, of 

which first piece containing 1a lies between pasture late of John Kiddall on east and 

meadow formerly of John Sayer on west, and above meadow late of Richard Calfe on 

south and late of William Gallard on north, the other piece containing half an acre lying 

between meadow late of John Sayer on east, and of William Gallard on west, above 

meadow late of Richard Calfe on south, and land late of William Gallard on north; And 

another piece of meadow in the same place containing about half an acre late of John 

Johnson between the rectory meadow on west and meadow of Thomas Lincolne on 

east, Meadow Lane on north and a meadow formerly held by Richard Calfe, late 

Thomas Finderne and now of Peter Awsten on south [55v] which Thomas Lincolne 

acquired by surrender of Henry Feake at court leet held 14 October 1668; Grace then 

surrendered according to will.  

 

Surrender: Edmund Harrison 

Admission: John Jubbs of Wymondham, beer brewer 

Property: one piece of land or pasture containing half an acre lying in Wreningham 

between land late of Thomas Weld gent. now of John Jubbs on east and west, a lane 

called Brettons Lane to north and land of Edmund Harrison on south; And another piece 

containing half an acre between land late of Thomas Weld gent. now of John Jubbs on 

east, and land of the lord of the manor on west, abuttals as last piece (parcel of 11a of 

land in ?wardship) which said Edmund acquired (with other land) on surrender of John 

Harrison his brother at court held 20 Oct 1670 

 

[56r] 

Surrender: Richard Havers on 25 Dec last 

Admission:  Robert Kipping 
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Property: 1a of land in two pieces in field of Wreningham, the first containing half an 

acre lying between rectory land on east and land late of Francis Reeder now of [blank] 

on west and rectory land on north and land of Andrew Masters now of Henry Thurston 

on south; the other piece containing half an acre lies mostly on the east of the [other] 

half acre between land recently of John Stallard and before that to Robert Osborne on 

the east and the rectory land on the west and the north, with the common pasture of 

Wreningham to the south; And another piece of land containing half an acre lying in 

Wreningham in a certain meadow called Sponghill between land late of aforesaid John 

Stallard now of [blank] on the east and west, above the common pasture on the south 

and rectory land on the north, all of which Richard lately acquired by surrender of Isaac 

Blomefeild at court held on 9 Apr 1656 

Robert Kipping then surrendered the land according to the terms of a will. 

 

Robert Brackett did homage on 31 October 1662 [note in margin that he now 

surrendered it according to wishes expressed in a will.]  

 

[56v] 

Court held 28 October 1674 
 

Mary Hey lately wife of Thomas Reve, previously of Thomas Thursby, death of George 

Pitcher; Mary’s daughter is Elizabeth Thursby, Ashwellthorpe  

 

Anna Barrett, lately wife of George Barrett and previously of Nicholas James: Le Thirty 

Rigge in Ashwellthorpe 

 

Surrender by Margaret Scottow of Norwich, singlewoman, admission of Edward Parker, 

Ashwellthorpe 

 

More Fundenhall and Ashwellthorpe 

 

[58v] Wreningham: Henry Gooch, John Gooch, Robert Brackett, Roger Foulsham, James 

Ebbes, John Knighte, Martin Thurlow, Henry Thurston, Edward Kerrison. Robert Lebold, 

John Foulsham, Edward Parker 

 

[59r] 

Court held 20 October 1675 
 

Mary Grey, Elizabeth Thirsby her daughter, Ashwellthorpe 

[60r] 

Anna wife of Andrew Prynce admitted 

John Kemp and wife Elizabeth admitted 

[60v] 

John Knyvett 

Mathew Abbes and wife Rachel surrender to John Corneying of Fundenhall 

 

[61r] Wreningham: John Gooch, Robert Starffe, Henry Narfford, Francis Bourne, John 

Foulsham, Henry Thurston, Robert Lebold, Francis Thurlow, John Lighting, Robert 

Cullyer. John Knighte, Joseph Norton 

 

Henry Watts and Grace Humbletoft fined for not clearing ditches 
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Henry Narfford ordered to maintain a scancile [climbing thing] called ‘a style’ in his 

close at the end of Stavenig [sic] Lane leading to Lodgefield before 2 Feb or pay a fine of 

10s, 

and he had disturbed a ditch there. 

 

Henry Narfford made constable [seems an odd choice] 

 

[61v] 

Death of Richard Sheene 

 

Admission: Hanna Ayres, only daughter and heir of Stephen Ayres 

Property: messuage or tenement late of William Siltopp with 1r lying between 

messuage late of John Fecke now of Robert Kipping on the west and land late of 

Andrew Masters now Henry Thurston on east, land of said John Jecke now of said 

Robert Kipping on north and with the common pasture of Wreningham on the south 

 

[62r] 

Court held 27 April 1676 
Called [at the instance of] by/for Peter Turner 

 

Surrender:  Henry Blofeld 

Admission: Peter Turner 

Property: in Ashwellthorpe 

Turner then paid homage 

 

Court held 20 October 1676 
 

[63v] 

Wreningham:  Henry Gooch, Richard Symonds, John Gooch, Robert Brackett, Francis 

Thurlow, William Money, John Knighte 

 

Edward Kerrison has appropriated a piece of the common pasture of Wreningham 

 

Peter Turner and Francis Bourne constables 

 

John Lighting has died, his son and heir is John Lighting 

Robert Lebold has died 

Michael Francys has died 

 

[64r]  

Surrender: on 6 Oct 1671 by Richard Francys clerk, who has died 

Admission: James Barnes, gent., on terms stated in will 

Property: one piece of land called Millcroft with tenement and houses built containing 

about 1a 3r lying in Wreningham (parcel of one piece of land called Millcroft with 

houses built on it containing about 2a (of which the remainder is held by Ester 

Chamberlyn) and one piece of land containing about 1a; And another piece of land 

containing about 3r lying in Overlongfurlong (parcel of 6a land lying in same furlong in 

Wreningham) at 2s rent p.a. between land of Robert Buxton on east and west, above 

common pasture of Wreningham called Murke on south, which said Richard Francis 

lately acquired after surrender of one Alice Mendham widow at court 20 Oct 1670 
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Will of Richard Francys dated 21 Nov 1675, in English, leaves property in Wreningham 

and Ashwellthorpe to brother-in-law James Barnes on condition that he shall educate 

and apprentice his son Richard ‘to what trade he shall like of’ and he is to inherit when 

he is 21. 

 

[64v] 

Richard Sheene paid homage, 20 Oct 1675, and has died; [there doesn’t appear to have 

been a will so people are swearing to the facts] his son Richard is his heir according to 

custom of court but he is only eight years old 

Property: 14a called Sheepcoatewong with a messuage built thereon lying in ? divisions 

with hedges and ditches in Wreningham between king’s highway called Norwich Road 

on east and land held by Robert Brackett, late of Richard Brackett clerk, on west, above 

lord of manor’s land to north and road leading from Wreningham church to Pangate on 

south; And 1a and a half enclosed at Trumpesty in Wreningham between rectory land 

on north and land late of John Havers now of said Richard Sheene on south, above land 

late of John Havers now of said Richard Sheene on west and the King’s road on the 

east; And three pieces of land containing about 2a 3r in Wreningham, of which the first 

containing about half an acre lying in furlong called Stakecroft or Staplecroft including a 

close of the lord of the manor lately in tenure of Edward Whitefoote late of Oliver Dobbs 

on north and rectory land on south, above common pasture of the manor called 

Lodgemarshe on east and ?headland of the lord late of William Harrison on west; 

second piece containing about 3a in furlong called Overfurlong or Middlefurlong 

between land late of John Chantrell now of William Branthwayte esq. on south and 

capital land of divers men on north, and above Millcroftway on west and land of divers 

men on east; the third piece containing 1a and half called Goryland lying near the said 

3r in the form of a triangle between ?former road called Norwichway on west and 

Milnercroftway aforesaid on east, and above a close late of Michael Whitefoote and now 

of Henry Watts called Cookes Close on south and above an acute angle [angulum 

aculum] ending in the road running beside it [?concursum] on north with a part (of a 

parcel of 5a) of 3r land in four pieces in Wreningham. Which said Richard Sheene the 

father lately acquired, and was admitted to at court held 11 Oct 1666. [65r] 

And because the said Richard Sheene is under age, his mother Frances is now wife of 

John Gooch, and they are admitted until Richard is 14 

 

A licence was given by the steward of the manor to Richard Buxton to enclose a piece of 

land lying in Wreningham containing 1a, lying above the meadow of Robert Brackett 

called Kennett meadow on east, and a further 1a and half in Wreningham above the 

king’s road on west and a meadow called Kennyngham meadow on east 

 

[65v-66r] 

Court held 24 October 1677 
 

Surrenders: John Knyvett & wife Joan, land in Fundenhall, mentions Richard Jaques, 

clerk, at Wreningham; Andrew Pryme, Ashwellthorpe; Elizabeth Reeder to George Pope, 

Ashwellthorpe & Fundenhall; William Harrison & wife Grace, Ashwellthorpe; Thomas 

Hinde ?as executor to Frances Knighte of Besthorpe, widow [crossed through] 

 

[67r] 

Surrender: by Robert Whiteing 

Surrender: by William Harrison, took place at sign of Red Lion in Norwich, to William 

Winter of Eaton in city of Norwich, property in Ashwellthorpe 
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Wreningham: Robert Brackett, John Foulsham, Richard Symonds, John Knight, Henry 

Thurston 

 

[67v] George Parke to scour a stream called Le Beck next to the common pasture of 

Wreningham called Murkegate 

 

John Thurston and Vincent Bradford constables 

 

Admission: John Chamberlayne and wife Hester, lately acquired from surrender of 

Robert Wade and wife 

Property: Piece of hempland containing about half a rood lying between land late of said 

Robert Wade now of Richard Francys on west and the rest of said hempland lately held 

by Francis Reeder now John Chamberlayne on east, land late of Richard Wade now of 

Richard Francys on north, and the common pasture of Wreningham called Murke on 

south, except and reserving to the heirs and assigns of said Robert Wade ingress, 

egress and regress at all times of the year, in and to the parcel of the said 2r on east part 

for plastering and thatching a barn late of Richard Wade now of Richard Francys 

adjacent for all and any uses whatsoever in and around said barn at court held 12 Oct 

1648, and aforesaid Ester Chamberlayne widow of said John lately acquired by 

surrender of said Robert Wade another piece of the hempland (on which a cottage was 

built) containing about half a rood lying between land late of William Whitlow now of 

Robert Buxton on east and rest of hempland on west, land late of Thomas Mendham to 

north and the common pasture of Wreningham called Murke to the south at court held 

on 11 Oct 1664 and John Chamberlaye died a few years later, and Ester died before this 

court was held, and John Chamberlayne, son of John and Ester is admitted 

 

surrender:  Edmund Harrison to the uses declared in a will 

 

[68r] 

Admission: William Gooch son of John and Frances 

John Gooch and his wife Frances lately acquired property on surrender of Richard Rust 

who got it by surrender of Robert Utting and his wife Christabel 

Property:  2a and half called Willyscroft with a tenement built on it lying in Wreningham 

between land formerly held by Robert Smyth to north and land held by Robert Osborne, 

late of Bartholomew Osborne to south, and abutting above rectory land on west and 

partly above Farthing lane and partly church lane on east acquired by John Gooch at 

court leet held 23 Oct, Jas I 19 [1621]. John Gooch died some years later and was 

survived by aforesaid Frances who died before this present court 

 

Surrender: Joan/Jane Browne widow surrendered 24 September last 

Admission: John Jubbs gent. 

Property: Piece of land containing about half an acre more or less lying in Nealand in 

Wreningham between land of Oliver Turner late of Peter Turner on west and land late of 

Richard Kiddall late of William Kiddall on east, abutting land of said Richard Kiddall, late 

of William Kiddall on south and of said Oliver Turner on north 

On condition if heirs, assigns, executors of said Jane pay £89 12s in or before 24 

September next it will be surrendered  

 

[68v] 

Court held 20 October 1678 
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Admission of James Scotaway, Ashwellthorpe; Elizabeth Reeder to Anne Pope 

 

[69v] Wreningham: Henry Gooch, John Gooch, Richard Simonds, John Foulsham, Henry 

Thurston, Henry Narfford, Thomas Wildman, William Money, Henry Gooch jr, Francis 

Thurlow, Joseph Norton, Joseph Morley 

 

Inhabitants of Ashwellthorpe are not mending their fences adequately or the 

watercourse called Le Beck at Murkes 

Inhabitants of Wreningham are not scouring the common watercourse towards 

Spongmarsh as they ought 

 

John Knight has died 

Alice wife of William Colman has died, jurors don’t know who her heirs are 

 

Surrender:  John Chamberlyn for use of Henry Narford 

 

[70r] 

Court held 9 December 1678 
 

Wreningham: Robert Osborne, Peter Turner, Edmund Harrison 

 

Joan/Jane Browne widow has died; her next heir is Frances, wife of John Thurston; she 

is of full age 

Admission: Frances Thurston 

Property: half an acre lying in Nealond between land of Oliver Turner on the west and 

land late of Richard Kiddell now of [blank] on the east and land late of Richard Kiddell 

now of [blank] on the south and of said Oliver Turner on north; which said Jane Browne, 

with her husband Thomas Browne, now dead, lately obtained by the surrender and last 

will of Richard Kiddell on 13 Apr, Chas I 13 [1637] 

 

Since the last court leet, Alice, wife of William Colman, has died. The court doesn’t seem 

to know who her heirs are. John Harrison, son of William Harrison is consanguineus 

[kinsman] and of age 

Admission: John Harrison 

Property: 1a and a half of enclosed land at Hamonds in Woodcroft in Wreningham lying 

between rectory land on the east and land of the lord of the manor on the east and 

Nethergateway on the south; And 2a in one piece called Lodgefield in Wreningham 

between rectory land on the south and land late of Robert Buxton on north, above 

common land of Wreningham called Lodgemarsh on east and land of divers men on 

west a parcel of ?three acres of land in each, which said Alice acquired by surrender and 

last will of Antony Harrison at court on 13 Oct 1654 

 

[70v] 

Surrender:  John Chamberlyn on 15 April last 

Admission: Henry Narfford of Wreningham  

Property: One piece of land in the parcel of hempland containing half a rood lying 

between land now of Robert Wade or lately of Richard Francis clerk on the west and the 

rest of the said hempland lately held by Francis Reeder and now by aforesaid Henry 

Narfford on the east and above land late of said Robert Wade and now of said Richard 

Francys on north and above the common pasture of Wreningham called Murke on 
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south; And another piece of land in another part of the said hempland (on which a 

cottage has been built) containing half a rood lying between land late of William 

Whitlow now or late of Robert Buxton on east and the rest of the hempland on the west, 

and above the land late of Thomas Mendham now or late of said Richard Francys on 

north, and with the common pasture of Wreningham called Murke on the south, which 

the aforesaid John Chamberlyn lately acquired on the death of John and Hester 

Chamberlyn his parents at court leet held on 24 Oct 1677 

 

Surrender: John Knighte has died, and before his death on 20 July last he surrendered 

property; left Joan a little house or cottage with yard, held of the manor of 

Ashwellthorpe, which he lately purchased from John Neale, with Farthing Lane on 

north, court held 24 Apr 1667 

Admission: Joan Knight widow, she pays one hen per annum 

 

[71v] 

Court held 28 March 1679 
 

Edmund and Joanna Wiseman to Roger Gay of Wymondham, property in Wymondham  

[72r] 

John Corneing, property at New Buckenham 

Deborah Howlett to Margaret Goodwyn, property in Ashwellthorpe 

 

Wreningham jurors: Henry Gooch, Henry Narfford, Henry Thurston, William Squirrell, 

Robert Starffe, Richard Symonds, Henry Gooch jr, Joseph Norton, John Kimball, John 

Gooch, John Foulsham, Thomas Wildman 

[72v] 

Various fines for people from Hethel and Wymondham involving common pasture of 

Wreningham 

John Whitefoote fined for hanging gate [janna] called Murkesgate where it didn’t use to 

hang and was ordered to restore it 

John Gooch and John Foulsham constables 

 

Surrender: at court leet on 20 Oct 1670 Henry Watts surrendered all his property in the 

manor, and in his will of 14 July 1679 he left all his land in Wreningham and Heathild to 

Robert Watts 

Admission: Robert Watts 

Property: as [f.39v] above 

Surender: Robert Watts 

 

[74v] John Lighting has died, his son and heir John Lighting is about ten years of age. 

John and his mother Mary have come into the court 

Property: a cottage with 2a in Wreningham lying between land of Mayor and 

Corporation of Norwich on north, and road from Wreningham to Heathild on south, the 

common pasture of Wreningham on each head[land?] which John the father acquired 

from lord of the manor at court on 27 Oct 1671; to be held by Mary Lighting until said 

John is 21 

One hen to be paid yearly 

 

Surrender: John Harrison 

Admission:  Henry Thurston 



Ashwellthorpe cum Wreningham, Norfolk, court book, 1660-1712  -  (NRO, MC 2401) 

 

27 

 

Property: 2a in one piece in field called Lodgefield in Wreningham between rectory land 

on south and land now held by Robert Buxton on north, and above common land of 

Wreningham called Lodgemarsh on east and land of divers men on west which (among 

others) said John acquired after the death of Alice Colman late daughter of Antony 

Harrison 

[75r] Aterwards Henry Thurston surrendered 

 

Surrender: John Harrison 

Admission: Edmund Harrison, brother of said John 

Property 1a and half enclosed land at Hamonds in Woodcroft in Wreningham lying 

between rectory land on west and the lord of the manor on the east, Nethergate Way on 

south and rectory land on north, which (with other land) John Harrison acquired after 

the death of Alice Colman late daughter of Antony Harrison on 29 Dec 1678 

Afterwards Edmund Harrison surrendered 

 

Death of Barbara Francys widow 

Admission: Joseph Francys her son 

Property: a messuage or tenement and land in Wreningham 

 

[76a] 

Court held 2 February 1679[/80] 
 

Thomas Hinde, Ashwellthorpe 

 

[77r] 

Court held 27 May 1680 

 

William Harrison & Grace to Francis Parker, Doddings in Ashwellthorpe 

  


